infused with power and meaning. The idea of selection is there
- a process of illumination and emphasis. A good mimic or mono-
actor will select a piece which possesses value and importance
apart from amusement. This viewr is endorsed by Victor Hugo
who says "the drama (or dramatic entertainment) should he a
focussing mirror which collects and condenses the coloured rays
of life and will make out of a glom a light and out of a light a
flame".

Cicero defines drama as "Copy of life, mirror of custom
and reflection of truth." Coleridge improves upon this by saying
"Art is not a copy but an imitation." It imitates things as they
ought to be * idealised reproduction of the original Aristotle
says "Art appeals to pleasure". But Plato clarifies by adding "Art
ought to aim at pleasure but intellectual pleasure, not emotional
pleasure", Aristotle also knows it. But he does not want pleasure
to be suppressed. It is not inferior although Plato grades it as the
fifth form of good. Appeal should be made to the right type of
pleasure. It is desirable that the artiste's performance should
provide aesthetic beauty with an ethical twist, as far as possible.

Longinus says that the purpose of art is not merely the
production of pleasure but that of transport too. The spectators
should he Sifted off their feet. Sublimity comes like a flash or
lightning in a phrase, a line, a passage or even silence.

Tragedy or Comedy, the actual drama arises out of conflict.
In tragedy it may be a clash 1) between individuals 2) between
individual and fate and 3) between individual and society. In the
comedy too there is an element of conflict. Here it is more a
contrast than a conflict. It may be 1) conflict between individual
eccentricity and normality of society, or 2) the combat of
wit between individuals e.g. Beatrice, and Benedick (in the fMuch
Ado About Nothing'), (That is why Shakespeare often duplicates
his comic characters to produce the comic conflict. Kalidasa
also docs it.) or 3) Comedy can also arise out of clash between
the sexes. Mirabel and Miramont in 'Way of the World1 or Venu
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